
- -

ARI'ICLE FOR A.M.E. ClIIUSTIAN RECORDER 

Dr. L~ Berey, Medical Direct=, elected a qen.era1 Officer of the 

A.M.E. Cll\n:ch at the last General Conference, has annotmced his retirement 

fran the attending staff of the Cook County Hospital in Chicago. It was 

the end of a le>n:J period of voluntai:y service to poor people for 28 years 

on a part-time basis. Dr. Berry's services at the County insti tuticn 

began in 1946 with the appointment of attending gastroscq>ist, referring 

to the techniqoo of looking into the stanach throU;Jh flexible "telescopes". 

Dr. Ben:y has been a pioneer in this field, beginnim in 1936 when h~ 

the good fortune towoik with the inventor of the first s\X!h scq>e or 

instrtnen7{ Dr. Rudolf Schindler, Gernan refUJee who had just arrived at 

the University of Cllicago in 1935. 'Ibis was only three years after Dr. 

Sc:hindler's invention of the first practical gastroscope. 

At the tine of Dr. Berry's atmlty Hcspital 's retirement on July 31, 

1974, he had attained the rank of Senior Attending Physician and allef 

of the Gastrointestinal Endoscopy Service. He had looked into 10, 000 

stanachs and trained oore than 350 postgraduate <Dctors fran nany parts 

of the world. He had written many research articles;contributed to four 

rredical books and invented one scq;>e, can:yil}.J his name and used for the 

purpose of seeing and ranovin:J tissues fran the statach ~ &. lllD:ltt!t 

for microscopic diagmsis. Durim this period, Dr. Berry also wrote an 

article in the book title "A Centm:y of MissialS in the A.M.E. Churdl" 

written by his father the late Rev. L. L. Berry, lCDJ tin:e secretaey of 

Missions. 
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ARI'ICLE FOR A.M.E. CHRISTIAN RECDRDER 

"MEDICAL DIRECIDR, DR. L. H. BERRY, REI"!&$ FRCM COUNTY HOOPITAL-, WRITES BJOK". 

'lhe end of Dr. Berry's service at the Cotmty Hospital once ~~ as 
33 0 t 

the largest in· the world with~beds, may be looked upcn as a triunp""and 

Dr. Berey "crashed the racially rigid teacflin:J hospital 

staff in 1946 as the first Black attendir¥J staff doctor since Dr. ran 

Williams, the pioneer heart sm:gecn, 50 years before. On leaving 28 years 

later, the prestigioug l!ook Cotmty Hospital r1011 with 85% Black patients has 

aCXJUired no other Black attending physician in the Department of Medicine 111 

Eln"tei:1tal:):, althoUJh a few d(Lf~ • other departments have Black 

doctors. '1h:i.s travesty, Dr. Beny feels, is d~ mainly to relative 

insensitivity to the neees of Black professional <:g?Ortunity at this 

inati tution tlu:oUJh the years. 

'!he tri Utq?h asscbci.ated with the end of Dr. Ber.r:y 's wol:k at the_ Cook 

Cotmty Hospital is the ptblication on June 30, 1974 of his 650 pa:Je, 

technical bcxlk with 128 color photographs of ulcers, cancers and all 

other diseases in the digestive canal as seen :tJhroUJh fiberoptic endoscopes. 

'!he title of the bock published by Cl"larles c. '!hataS, one of the best 

kncMn medical book pli>lisher$ is ''Gastrointestinal Pan EndcscqJy", by 

L. H. Beny and Internatiooal Contributors. Dr. Ben:y wrote all or Ina3t 

of 15 dlapters, designed and edited the book while 20 chapters were 

written by contributors fran 10 comtries and four continents • Included 

are Sir Francis Avery Jones of IonCbn who wrote the Introduction, several 

cx:ntributors fran Japan, Gennany, France and of course the United States, etc. 
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ARrICI.E FCR A.M.E. CHRISTIAN REXDRDER 

"MEDICAL DIRECl'OR, DR. L. H~ BEBRY, RETIRES FRCM CX>UN'IY OOSPITAL--, 
WRITES BOOK" • . 

Dr. Berry is especially prom that seven of his glESt contributors 

were his foxmer stu:lents at the Cook County Hcspital and the Coe* County 

Gradmte School and with considerable hunility, he expresses his gratitu6S -.. 

in being able to aCXIW-re the participation of so nany specialists of 

sq;>erior qmlity. 1m:nJ than is a · brilliant ____ _ gastroenterologist 

who is a Camander in the Navy and Assistant Chief of the National Nav. 1 Medical 

Center in Bethesda, Maryland. 

Dr. Ferry plans ro11 to be able to give more tine t.o wri tim heal th 

articles of interest and value t.o the A.M.E. Olurdl ocmrmmity throu;Jh the 

cooperation of the Christian Recoreer and other lay periodicals. It is 

hq?ed that our read:!rs will look foi:ward t.o readiD3 these articles which 

will ocx:ur f:r:an time t.o ti.me in a Health Colurm. 
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